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Preface 
    Generally speaking we notice two kinds of functions in a city; one the functions 
of centralization like politics and commerce, the other the functions of decentraliza-
tion like residence, factories, and schools (Tanabe 1963). The two factors of 
urbanization in suburbs are the residential development and the development of 
factories or school campuses (Yamaga 1960). 
   Hirosaki is one of typical local cities without any industrial function, which 
flourished and prospered as military center during the war-time, afterward were 
changed into education cities. I want in the following to analyze how educa-
tional function gave influence to the development of city urbanization, and then 
to see the characteristics of an education city. 
Development of City Area in Hirosaki 
   Hirosaki is a castle town which was founded in 1611 by Nobuhira Tsugaru. 
The area of the castle town at that time occupied the northern half of the 
present city area, the castle at its center. Until Meiji Restoration it had little 
increase of population (Tanabe 1959). There was neither great change in the city 
nor increase in the city area. But Meiji Restoration was a turning point for the 
castle town. With the decline of samurai class the number of the citizens (39,568 
in 1872) decreased to 31, 151 in 1892. But after that in 1894 the  Ou rail-road line 
was opened between Hirosaki and Aomori. Hirosaki station was built and the 
town began to recover its vigor and energy. A road was constructed between 
town and station, making the town expand eastward. In 1896 the Eighth 
Division of Japanese army was stationed at Hirosaki in accordance with the 
repletion of  aimaments. Farm-lands to the south of the town were turned into 
military grounds on which the division headquarters, barracks, and other 
military institutions were built. Although still the center of Tsugaru district, 
Hirosaki was not a leading city in politics and economy of Aomori prefecture. 
The city had been on the way of decline, but it enjoyed revival when the division 
was stationed. Most commodity used by the division was supplied by the city 
and the merchants who served it got much profit, thus the commercial activity of 
the whole city became very active. Many military officers came to the city with 
their families and their residence was built in Tomita in the south part of it, thus 
 * Department of Geography, Faculty of Education, Hirosaki University, Aomori
82  H.1YOKOYAMA 
the built-up area extended southward. Besides, since around 1898 many 
residences of the  ex-samurai class were let for military officers, and also houses to 
let were built in their (i.e. ex-samurais') spacious home premises. There were many 
boarding houses and prosperous restaurants for soldiers in Tomita-machi, 
Shintera-machi, Sumiyoshi-machi and neighbourhood which were near the 
barracks. In 1918 Hirosaki High School was founded near the division head-
quarters and thus Tomita was to welcome teachers and students. Japan was 
engaged in the second world war and was defeated after all, and Hirosaki was to 
meet its second turning point. Fortunately it suffered from no war damage, and
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had to receive repatriates and war victims. The houses for  these people had to be 
built and this was the cause of the expansion of built-up area after the war. As I 
have mentioned the south part of the city area was formerly a military ground, 
but the function was stopped after the war, and repatriates and war victims used 
part of the barracks. The military ground was also used as a school ground. The 
city of Aomori suffered much from war damage, so the colleges of medicine and 
education, which had been destroyed by the fire, moved to Hirosaki: the college of 
medicine to a primary school near the castle and the teachers college to a military 
institution in the castle, a student dormitory house and attached primary school 
also near it.  In 1949 when the new-system Hirosaki University was established, 
the faculty of science and literature born of old-system Hirosaki High School acqui-
red as its campus the site of former headquarters, and in 1956 the faculty of agri-
culture was started there. In 1967 the faculty of education moved from the castle 
beside the faculty of science and literature. Thus a good part of south area of 
the city became occupied by the university. Moreover two senior-high schools, 
and three  junior-high schools moved to the area. Thus the spacious military 
ground was turned to school campuses as well as to the residential area for 
repatriates. 
   With this at the core, twelve more residential quarters were developed before 
1961 and the number of the families who lived in them was 766. The process of 
development of city area was as  follows: in the north part the rate of develop-
ment was rather slow, but in the south it was rapid as the roads were built there. 
As for natural conditions, the north area consisted of rice-fields not fit for residence, 
(Yokoyama 1960) while the south area was on heights consisted of apple orchards 
and farm-lands suitable for residence. But we cannot ignore the fact that the 
social factor of school ground development also contributed much to the expansion 
of residential area not to say of natural conditions (Fig. 1). 
Population Change in City Area 
   Suppose an area which lies within two kilometers of a city center where many 
department stores are gathered. This was roughly the built-up area of Hirosaki 
city around 1948. Between 1965 and 1974 this area showed a decrease in 
population by 2975 which is 3.9% of the population. In it the commercial area 
showed the highest decrease of 30.3%. The area of commerce and residence 
mixed surrounding the commercial area showed the second highest decrease of 18.9 
%. On the contrary outside the two-kilometer area, we see considerable difference. 
In the northern area the decrease of population was 10.7% but the number of 
families increased by 2.2%. This was a rice-field area where houses were only 
gathered along the high road leading to Aomori city and no houses elsewhere.
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in the dormitories and 120 families of teachers in this school area, so there opened 
some food shops before long. The area between the university and Gakuen-cho 
has come to be occupied by more and more boarding houses and rooms to let 
and 43.0% increase of families. Compared these areas, the west and south areas 
were apple orchards and showed considerable increase of population. The west area 
showed 38.5% increase of population and 81.3% of families. This is the area 
which contained a factory quarter, a residential quarter, and a newly-founded 
prefectural senior high school, thus changing itself into a built-up area with quick 
steps. The south area may be divided into two parts. The one on the west side 
of the prefectural road increased in population by 40.2% and in the number of 
families by 100.4%. This area was urbanized very rapidly as there appeared 
Japan defence force, a private women's college, and a residential area. In this 
area the increase both in population and families is conspicuous. The east side of 
the road was the area where we could see the greatest increase in population and 
families in the city environs. It showed  71.2% increase in population and 
104.7% increase of families. Most of the area was formerly a military ground 
which was turned after the war into school campuses and was quickly urbanized 
with the appearance of the attached schools and dormitories to the university 
together with public residential quarters, boarding houses, houses of university 
staff and of people at large. As we have seen, the north part of the city had a slow 
increase of population, while the south and west parts increased considerably. 
Expansion of School Campuses and Development of Built-up Areas 
   In 1949 when Hirosaki University started the number of students was 546, 
and in 1956 when the faculty of agriculture was established the number rose to 1629, 
and it rose to 2302 in 1965. In 1973 the number was 3728 which included the 
students of nursery teacher course. This number is about seven times as many as 
that when the university started. The greatest of the changes that gave rise to the 
expansion of built-up area in those parts was the removal of education faculty 
to the south part of the city. When it was removed, the attached schools to the 
faculty were gathered together in 1966 at a place which had before been an 
apple orchard. Moreover near them a space 179,860 m2 wide became school 
ground for two student dormitories, an all-round athletic ground and practice  farm 
for agriculture. Furthermore two buildings of five stories and two more of four 
stories were built for university staff and one hundred and twenty families went into 
them. This area was formerly a destroyed apple orchard and it was once more 
destroyed before the advance of educational institutions. As soon as a road to the 
schools was made, developers gathered there with favourable prospects in their 
mind, and changed arable land into areas for residence. About 400 students settled
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The north-west area was on the other side of the Iwaki river, and also a rice-field 
area, showed 16.0% increase of population and 38.2% increase of the families. 
The east area was a  rice-field area, too, and showed  17.1% increase of population 
from year to year. 
   Hirosaki University comprises six faculties, attached schools and hospital, and 
has 1443 personnels for teaching and management who live in the city area, those 
who work at the medical faculty and attached hospital have a tendency to take 
their home near their place of work, namely, near the city center or in the west 
part of the city. Those who work at other five faculties have the same tendency, 
living near the center or the south area of the city. Those who once lived in the 
official residence would feel it a little too small as the family grew larger, and would 
move to a house near by or to the south part of the city. Thus more and more 
homes of university staff can be seen in the south area. The students generally 
take their boarding houses or rooms near or around the university which shows 
the same propensity as the university staff. Many students who were in a 
doi  initory in the early years of university life would move to the boarding houses 
or rooms in the later years. Thus the boarding houses and rooms to let are increas-
ing in number each year around the university campus (Table  1). As there are 
senior-high schools and private women's colleges besides Hirosaki University in the 











































Table 2 Number of university personnels and students 
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south area, many make use of the bus service which connects the area with the 
city center, and frequency of the service is very high. This traffic facility 
encourages the  expansion of city area in the south part (Table  2). 
Summary 
   The city area (or built-up area) of Hirosaki is now expanding to the south and 
west areas. Two factors might be mentioned for this  phenomenon: one is the 
natural condition which is fit for residence, and the other the  farm land which can 
easily be turned to homestead. Besides, a spacious military ground which was 
turned to school grounds, the step-by-step process of completion of educational 
institutions and the housing by many teachers and students in the south area may 
be added. Following the completion of traffic service a new residential area was 
constructed and thus the city area was enlarged. 
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